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What is the Pre-College Assessment Center?
The Pre-College Assessment Center (PCAC) is an
innovative, nontraditional assessment and training
program for disabled persons who are considering
post-secondary education. The PCAC is sponsored by
Handicapped Student Services at Wright State University
through a grant from the Regional Education Program of
the US Department of Education. Wright State University
has a long history of accommodating students with
various disabilities. As a result, the university is in an
excellent position to assist disabled individuals in planning
their pursuit of a post-secondary education. To
accomplish this, the PCAC assesses the disabled
person's potential for success in three areas:
•
•
•

Academic/Study Skills
Physical/Personal Skills
Career/Vocational Exploration Skills

The PCAC also determines the types of support
services and/or special equipment that an individual will
require in order to be successful in some type of college
program. In addition, training focused on the development
of skills typically necessary in post-secondary education
is offered.

Who is eligible?
Any person with a physical or learning disability who is
interested in attending a post-secondary educational
program is eligible for PCAC. A special emphasis of
PCAC is to serve potential students with severe and
multiple disabilities.

What are the benefits of PCAC?
The benefits of PCAC apply to potential students,
to sponsoring agencies such as the state offices of
Vocational Rehabilitation and Services for the Visually
Impaired, and post-secondary educators. Benefits
include:
•

fair and individualized assessment procedures;

•

practical and prescriptive recommendations
for educational accommodation including
equipment, support services, skill building , and
career choice;

•

reduced time and costs associated with
inappropriate educational programs ;

•

suggestions for counselor/educators
for accommodating disabled students;

•

guidance in working with " High Risk"
students; and

•

above all , better student preparation for
post-secondary education.
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How does the PCAC work?
The PCAC can measure skills in a variety of areas
depending on the individual needs of the client. Clients
will be placed in several typical college situations and
assessed according to their ability to meet the demands of
these situations. Examples of typical college situations
include making use of the library, being independently
mobile around campus, or handling equipment in a
science laboratory. There are many other similar
situations which may be set up according to the disability
of the client and the type of post-secondary educational
program that he/she is interested in. Some clients may
need to be assessed in many areas, while others may
require assessment in only a few. In order to achieve a
high degree of objectivity, each skill will be measured at
least three different ways. The average assessment will
take three (3) days.

Who are the staff?
The PCAC assessment staff includes a physical
therapist, an occupational therapist, a study skills
instructor, a psychologist, a physician, peer facilitators,
and the coordinator of the program. Each client will also
become an integral member of the assessment team by
continually evaluating his or her own skills throughout the
entire process.

What type of training is available?
Summer programs are available to prepare clients for
entry into college by building necessary skills which have
been identified through the assessment process. Training
is available in various activities of daily living, such as
mobility, personal care, and self-management. Academic
preparation is offered to build study skills and prepare the
client to function effectively in the classroom . In addition,
career counseling programs are also available to assist in
the selection of an academic major and vocational choice.

How can additional information be obtained?
Complete the attached request card or contact:
Coordinator
Pre-College Assessment Center
Wright State University
Dayton, Ohio 45435
513/873-3157
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Name ________~---------------------------

Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City/State/Zip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Please send a PCAC referral packet for myself

for a client/student _ __

I am interested in more information about PCAC _ __
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